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Palm Sunday - Sunday, April 5, 2020 – 9:00 am 

Pre-service Music                      “Glory to the Lord our God” 
Robin Mark     Come Heal This Land   [Merlin] Absolute Label Services; LatinAutor, ASCAP, Adorando Brazil, Capitol  
 Licensed to YouTube by CMG Publishing, and 4 Music Rights Societies 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Palm Sunday begins with unbridled joy as we recall how Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey, while being 

acclaimed by the crowds with loud shouts of “Hosanna” and boisterous waving of palm branches. So today we begin with 

songs of praise and waving of palm branches as we hail Jesus as the One worthy of all glory, laud, and honor. But then 

the solemnness of Holy Week also begins. With a time of silence, the service shifts our focus to Jesus’ path to the cross. As 

foretold by prophets long ago, Jesus was stricken and afflicted, beaten and spit upon, crucified, and He died. He did this 

out of divine love for all of humanity, taking on Himself the sins of all people for our forgiveness. Today’s worship reflects 

the pattern of our lives. At times we experience unbridled joy and celebration. And then, sometimes in the next moment, 

we experience heartbreaking suffering. Jesus is there with us—in the joyful celebrations, in the heartbreak and suffering. 

He alone can transform it all into deeper love for God and neighbor. The hour of Jesus’ death on the cross is the hour of 

our life and salvation. 

   

Call to Worship     Psalm 24:7–10; antiphon: Psalm 118:26 

Pastor: “Behold, your king is coming to you, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey. 

People: We bless You from the house of the LORD. 

Pastor:  Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

People: that the King of glory may come in. 

Pastor:  Who is this King of glory? 

People: The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! 

People:  Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 

in the highest! 

 

Processional Hymn                              “ Hosanna to the King!”                       Sunday School Children Choir  

                                 Soloist: Natalie Lietzau 

Welcome & Invocation 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Pastor: Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression? You do not retain 

your anger forever, because you delight in love.  

People: Again have compassion on us; tread our iniquities underfoot. Cast all our sins into the 

depths of the sea.  

Pastor:  Confident that our God is gracious and forgiving, let us confess our sins.  

People: O Lord, I have worried about your provision for me. I have been greedy for material 

things. I have sought power and glory at the expense of others. I have ignored your Word, 

though I know what it says. I have avoided the hard road of righteousness and taken the 

easy road of sin. 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ says, “If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven.” Assured by his 

word and promise, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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Silence for reflection 

 

Pastor: Gracious is the LORD; our God is merciful. When we were brought low, He saved us. He has 

delivered us from death, our eyes from tears, and our feet from stumbling. So, let us walk before 

the LORD in the land of the living ! 

God, in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and through His death brought life and 

immortality to light. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 

Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! 

Hosanna to the King of Kings! 

1 Hosanna, loud hosanna 

the little children sang; 

through pillared court and temple 

the lovely anthem rang. 

To Jesus, who had blessed them, 

close folded to his breast, 

the children sang their praises, 

the simplest and the best. 

2 From Olivet they followed 

mid an joyful crowd, 

the victory palm branch waving, 

and praises clear and loud. 

The Lord of earth and heaven 

rode on in lowly state, 

nor scorned that little children 

should on his bidding wait. 

3 "Hosanna in the highest!" 

That ancient song we sing, 

for Christ is our Redeemer, 

the Lord of heaven, our King. 

O may we ever praise him 

with heart and life and voice, 

and in his blissful presence 

eternally rejoice.  

arr. Vicki Hancock Wright at First Congregational Church of Glen Ellyn, Il.  2019 

 

Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself 

our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of 

His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
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People: Amen. 

 

First Reading                                                                                                                                    Isaiah 50:4–9a  

(Isaiah foretells One who would “give His back to those who strike” and His “cheeks to those who pull out the 

beard.” Yet Jesus sets His face like flint to secure our salvation.) 

4The Lord GOD has given me 

 the tongue of those who are taught, 

that I may know how to sustain with a word 

 him who is weary. 

Morning by morning he awakens; 

 he awakens my ear 

 to hear as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

 and I was not rebellious; 

 I turned not backward. 
6I gave my back to those who strike, 

 and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 

I hid not my face 

 from disgrace and spitting. 

7But the Lord GOD helps me; 

 therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like a flint, 

 and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 

 8He who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

 Let us stand up together. 

Who is my adversary? 

 Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 

 who will declare me guilty? 

Pastor:       This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading                                                                                                                         Philippians 2:5–11  

(Every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord.) 

 

 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of 

God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form 

of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself 

by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted 

him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

  

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:           Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading                                                                                                                                 John 12:12–19    

(Crowds wave palm branches for Jesus proclaiming Him as King.)  

 

 12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 
13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as 

it is written, 

15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 

behold, your king is coming, 

 sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 

remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17The crowd that 

had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to 

bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 
19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone 

after him.” 

 

Pastor:        This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

People:      Thanks be to God. 

 

All Glory Laud and Honor 

1. All Glory, Laud, and Honor, to you redeemer King To whom the lips of children, made sweet hosannas ring 

You are the King of Israel and David’s royal Son. Now in the Lord’s name coming, our King and blessed one. 

 
2. “Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing, For Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of heav’n, our King. 

Oh, may we ever praise Him with heart and life and voice And in His royal presence eternally rejoice 

 
3. Redeemed, restored, forgiven through Jesus’ precious blood, Heirs of his home in heaven--Oh, praise our 

pard’ning God!  Praise Him in tuneful measures who gave His Son to die; Praise Him whose sev’n-fold treasures 

enrich and sanctify. 

 
4. In our fair home shall never be silent music’s voice; With heart and lips forever we shall in God rejoice, The 

company of angels is praising you on high, And we with all creation in chorus make reply. 

 
5. Then let us praise the Father and worship God the Son And sing to God the Spirit, Eternal Three in One, Till all 

the ransomed number Who stand before the throne Ascribe all pow’r and glory and praise to God alone. 

 
Performed by Koine. Text and Tune: public domain. *Setting: c Bärenreiter-Verlag; reprinted by permission. *Descant: c 1993 Kermit G. 

Moldenhauer. Used by permission. 

 

Children’s Message                     

 

King of Kings, Majesty 

King of kings, Majesty, 

God of Heaven living in me; 



5 
 

gentle Saviour, closest friend, 

Strong Deliverer, Beginning and End, 

all within me falls at Your throne. 

 

Chorus:  

Your Majesty, I can but bow 

I lay my all before You now. 

In royal robes I don't deserve 

I live to serve Your Majesty. 

 

Earth and Heaven worship You 

Love eternal, faithful and true, 

who bought the nations, ransomed souls, 

brought this sinner near to Your throne; 

all within me cries out in praise.  (Chorus x2) 
Artist Ingrid DuMosch, The London Fox Singers  Album Shout! - Top 100 Praise & Worship Songs Volume 1 Licensed to YouTube by The 

Orchard Music (on behalf of Classic Fox Records); Securights Inc., LatinAutor, and 5 Music Rights Societies 
 

Sermon                                         “Joy in Humility: The Veil of Arrogance”                                Pastor Aaron Boerst 

                                                                         -“Hosanna!” 

Creed – Nicene Creed 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 

rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 

will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Prayers of the Church 
 

Prayers of the Church 

 

Sharing the Peace 

 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

People:   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 
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               The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

What the Lord Has Done in Me 

Let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,”  

Let the blind say, “I can see, it’s what the Lord has done in me.”  

Let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,”  

Let the blind say, “I can see, it’s what the Lord has done in me.”  
 
Chorus Hosanna, hosanna to the Lamb that was slain; 

Hosanna, hosanna, Jesus died and rose again; 

Hosanna, hosanna to the Lamb that was slain; 

Hosanna, hosanna, Jesus died and rose again.  
 

Into the river I will wade   there my sins are washed away 

From the heavens mercy streams,   of the Savior’s love for me;  

I will rise from waters deep,   into the saving arms of God; 

I will sing salvation songs;   Jesus Christ has set me free.   (Chorus) 
 

Let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,”  

Let the blind say, “I can see, it’s what the Lord has done in me.”  
 
CCLI Song #2582803 “What The Lord Has Done In Me,” words and music by Reuben Morgan © 1998 Hillsong Publishing. Used By Permission.  CCLI License #1530621 
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